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Dale C. Heglund, NDLTAP Director
February 25, 2014

Kildeer Roundtable
Meeting
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Effects of the Bakken boom
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MIKE McCLEARY Tribune
Williston-area farmer Floyd Miller talks Wednesday about moving his farm equipment on severely rutted township
roads damaged from oil field truck traffic. The meeting in Bismarck discussed the oil impact in North Dakota
and Miller was representing oil counties and townships affected by the Bakken oil boom.

Oil patch plea: More help

By NICK SMITH L] * $20 million through the legislation but
Bismarck Tribune The needs don’t &0 it has approximately $190 million in

away. They get biggpr and infrastructure needs. He said the staie

Leaders of oil patch communities funding for the next two years we

say they are reaching the limits of their they get left undone” bitter dma])pnmunem for city offic

re.-,o C;;inﬁl?c::x‘suﬁe%g t;EgLr: :tf 32 Williston City Commissioner E?l): o 13::mr1-.1ng to get services to

help ; Brad Bekkedahl new de\ opments, passaﬂhuul bond
“The needs don't go away. They get 7 and is in need of a new
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Maintenance needed for roads

Burleigh County and its organ-
ized townships need a better plan
to take care of township roads.
Reduced maintenance on some
township roads has resulted in
badly rutted surfaces and water-
filled holes in the roadways.

It's more than an inconvenience.

It's turning into a safety issue.
There are segments of some town-
ship roads that are dangerous or
unusable.

Township supervisors chewed
on Burleigh County Engineer Mar-
cus Hall this week. They com-
plained about the lack of gravel
work and other maintenance that
townships pay the county out of
their share of the gas tax, a county
mill levy and special legislative
road funds. The township supervi-

sors want the
county to farm
out the road work
it can't get done.

Hall's quick
response was to
tell the townships
to go ahead and
contract out the work with private
firms — after all, it's their responsi-
bility:

There's no villain in this

: exchange. Less TLC for township

. from the recent

roads represents a trickle down
owth of Bismarck
and a hangover from the 2011
flood. Frankly, the county has its
hands full. And while the town-
ships are responsible for their
roads, the county is much better
suited to taking care of mainte-

Maintenance not up
to speed for Burleigh
township roads

nance. The
townships
naturally look
to the county
for this serv-
ice.

Unfortu-
nately, with
roads soggy and winter fast
approaching, there’ little that can,
be done about the situation yet this
year.

Hopefully, everybody let off
some steam in the recent meeting
and can now move on to creating a
more workable strategy for provid-
ing township road maintenance in
2014,

The county also needs to fix 1ts
fee system, which charges town-
ships by the mile no matter what

AN

level of maintenance is provided.
“They pointed out that wasn't
fair and I agreed with them,” said
Hall, who wants to develop fees
based on a three-year average.
One point of agreement is that
some township roads are in bad
shape. That's a good starting point
for creating a fair and practical
plan for bringing township roads
up to a reasonable standard.
Burleigh County would be best
served by the township supervisors
and county engineer collaborating
on a policy that takes into consid-
eration township needs and
resources, as well as the county’s
ability to provide service.
After all, any solution will
require effort by both sides of this
issue.
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Dumpimng in
Pivide probed
Divide County is report-

ing another case of‘illegal
dumping.

Jody Gunlock, the coun-
ty’'s emergency manager,
told county commissioners
it happened late last month
near Alamo, west of N.D.
Highway 42, near Les Gun-
derson’s farm.

Gunlock said a semi

REAT PLAINS
RTAT ON INSTITUTE

hauling “flowback” frack-
ing fluid opened up its
valves and drove about two
miles west, covering a mile
and half of the township
road with a suspension of
liquids and solids, in a line
from the Gunderson farm
west.

Gunlock said he also has
heard from nearby coun-
ties about illegal dumping
problems.

McKenzie County, he |
said, has been “screaming
bloody murder” about it.
Williams County is in the
same boat as Divide Coun-
ty and Mountrail County is
frustrated that nothing
more can be done to catch
dumpers, he said.

Commissioners said it is
a legislative issue, and that
people need to push their
legislators to strengthen
state laws.

— The Journal, Crosby
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state has created the Hous-
ing Incentive Fund, which
1 provides dollar-for-dollar tax
breaks for donations to help
build affordable apartment
units for essential workers.

Many of the new apart-
ment buildings feature mud-
rooms, where workers can
remove dirty shoes before
entering.

Continued from 1A

“I think they are optimistic
the oil boom will be around
for the next 20 years because
of the different levels of oil
they now have access to
through fracking,” Winter
added. “Ijust don't know with
the weather that many peo-
ple who are working in the oil
fields will stay for more than a
couple years.”

= ——- -
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An apartment
building is
under
construction in
Williston on
EletiEds D014
A national study
from Apartment
Guide shows
that the North
Dakota oil
patch city of
Williston has
the highest
average rent in
the country.
(Associated
Press)

NDSU %
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Williston has highest average rent in U.S.

WILLISTON (AP) — The rapidly
growing North Dakota oil patch
city of Williston has the highest

| average rent in the United Stafes, a

national study from an apartment
renting guide shows.

A 700-square-foot, one-bed-
room apartment in Williston costs
an average of $2,394 a month,
according to Apartment Guide, an
online website for apartment
hunters. The same apartment

| would cost $1,504 in the New York

area, $1,411 in the Los Angeles area

~ or $1,537 in the Boston area.

The population of Williston, in
the northwest corner of the state
not far from the Montana border,

has more than doubled since the
2010 Census, with estimates of
more than 30,000 people now
within the city’s limits.

The city and developers have
lagged behind the influx of oil field
workers, whose sometimes six-fig-
ure salaries can bear inflated rent
and have caused a shake up in
housing supply and demand.

“A lot of management compa-
nies have long-term projects pro-
jected, as long as the demand and
infrastructure are there,” Pam Win-
ter, Apartment Guide’s Regional
Sales Executive for North Dakota,
said in‘a release. “Projects that will
be 300 units by the end of the year

Y Exceeds both New York and Los Angeles

are looking to be 800 if it continues

to boom. Currently, I have not seen

many concessions, and one of the

developers raised his rent in Janu-
»

ary.

Nearby Dickinson, N.D., ranks
fourth on the list at an average of
$1,733 a month. Boston is sixth,
New York is seventh, Los Angeles is
eighth. Chicago didn't even crack
the Top 10.

Williston city officials recently
established an Affordable Housing
Committee to look at how the com-
munity can encourage more devel-
opers to build with reasonable
rental rates and home prices. The
Continued on 7A
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Heavy trucks;g:ﬁﬁz
tear up roads

Overweight semi trucks
that are tearing ub Divide
County roads have become
a significant concern for
Sheriff Lauren Throntveit.

“We weighed 11 gravel
trucks in the last couple of

andall 11 were OVer
Throntveit said. |
said, is that
truckers don't seem to care.
They take the risk because
of the business payoff of
being able 10 deliver more
payload.

“They know they're Over

ight,” the. sheriff said.
«The gravel operations
Kknow about it. The oil com-
panies know about it. No
one seems to care. It’s
about the money.”

Throntveit and Divide

y roads foreman

Brian Haugenoe say the

heavy trucks Dot only tear

up roads but also cause

major headaches for law
enforcement.

__ The Journal, Crosby
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TRUCK-WEIGHT EDUCATION
AND OUTREACH PROGRAM

NDSU NDLTAP

A North Dakota educational project to safeguard public
roadways through voluntary vehicle weight compliance
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NDDO'T, gk

North Dakota
Department of Transportall

y,'-'me* Highway Patrol
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Mark Your Calendar!! ~_

The 29th Regional Local Roads
Conference will be held

October 22-23, 2014 at the
Ramkota Hotel in Rapid City, SD.
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Needs: 2011-2013
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: Illustration courtesy of North Dakota Department of Transportation.
A rendering of the wildlife underpass that will be built about one-quarter mile south of the existing Lewis and Clark Bridge.

Getting to the other side

New wildlife crossing will be a first in North Dakota

By BRIAN GEHRING
Bismarck Tribune

and William
ver back in the
e to contend with the
nearly 13,000 vehicles that crossit these da
via the bridge named for the fam 1oj

But moose, deer and other wildlife do.

Part of the $300 million the North Dakota
Department of Transportati S COmmit-
ted to upgrade U.S. Highway 85 between
Williston and Watfoid City will include a
first-of-its-kind wildlife underpass, or cross-
ing. At least it’s the first of its kind in North
Dakota.

Work on a portion of the project
between Watford City and Alexander is
already underway, but the bridge part of
the job won't be bid until sometime this
spring.

Terry Udland, state bridge engineer for
the Department of Transportal I
final design of the new bridge
mostly approved except for the ¢

He sai & of the amount of con-
struction nceurring in that pz

ng a final cost to con
tructions materials has be

1 Meriwether Le

day, :hc',' didn't ha

5y of Narm Dakota Department of Transpcnr\‘atlcun

A recent photo shows the Lewis and Clark Bndge near Williston, which opened in
1973. The DOT said the normal lifespan of a bridge is around 50 years, but a four-
fold increase in traffic in the past five years has resulted in the need for a new
bridge.
xisting bridge, which opened in d a host of other animals, not to men-
uuated m hi ally, cultur

Bruce Kreft of the North Dakota Game
and Fish Department said planning for the
bndge replacemem project began a couple

Iho Missouri River itself
trolled waterway that
ent of a numb

but the scope of the Lewis and Clark
The destgn speci

ing will be a first for ou i

‘Aside from white-tailed deer,
the moose population along the river
tom has been growing in recent years and at
least four moose, which can weigh up to
1,500 pounds, were killed by traffic in 2013.

“Thaose are just the ones we were able to
confirm,” Kreft said, and thatdoesn't include
deer killed.

He said the general area of the bridge is a
natural travel corridor for big game and
other wildlife as they move to and from the
8,139-acre Lewis and Clark Wildlife Manage-
ment Area along the river.

The plan, Kreft said, is to construct

% miles of fence on either side of the ¢
ing that will funnel animals into the 15-foot-
high by 40-foot-wide underp

Another sensitive component of the proj-
ectis the disturbance to the river itself which
is home to the endangered pallid sturgeon
well as another species of concem, the pad-
dlefish.

Udland said the contractor who gets the
bid for the job also will be responsible for

i i existing bridge.
res will not be used in the
the case with the Memao-
Ma
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North Dakota Asphalt Conference 2014
Mar 31 - Apr 1, 2014

Registration and Sponsorship Now Available
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Railroad cro ssmgs a safety

By KAREN SPEIDEL
For The Associated Press

WAHPETON — The rural
communities of Fairmount
and Lidgerwood are flanked
by mainline rail systems,
while Hankinson is dissect-
ed by a major rail line. Train
traffic is an everyday occur-
rence there, which carries a
certain degree of risk when
motorists pass over these
often-used tracks.

With the Hankinson
Renewable Energy LLC plant
in Hankinson, Horizon
Milling flour mill in Fair-
mount and numerous agri-
cultural businesses sprout-
ing alongside rail tracks, it
isn't likely the number of
trains passing through area
communities will decrease
any time soon, especially
when you factor the amount
of product passing through
from the western North
Dakota oil fields.

Train intersections have
become a safety issue with
the recent fatal accident that
occurred between a train
and motorist near Sabin,
Minn. That accident claimed
the life of 91-year-old
William Briden, who died at
the scene Feb. 2 at an
unmarked intersection
along Clay County Road 67.
His wife, Gloria Briden, was
driving just yards from their
home.

Lidgerwood Mayor Steve
Oddo said he is concerned
about motorist safety.

“We have one track real
closeto (N.D.) 11, so if you're

Thinkstack

This stock image shows a train passing through a railroad crossing.

coming in from the north

side of town, people have a

tendency to slow down for

the stop sign and don't knr;lw

they’re stopping on the
is ' he said.

L;dgerwnnd residents
heading to the town dump
only have a stop sign to halt
their progress before cross-
ing the tracks. That is a safe-
ty issue, Oddo said.

“I have a problem with
unprotected intersections. I
want to see crossbars at
every intersection in small
towns,” he said.

Mayor Joe O'Meara said
he thinks the numerous

trains passing through Han-
kinson are one of the reasons
there have been few safety
issues in town. O'Meara said
he isn't overly worried about
motorists getting into trou-
ble here because Hankinson
requires a maximum speed
of 25 miles per hour for
trains and motorists.
“Ithink one of the reasons
it is safe is because those
arms come down a lot so

people here are very aware of

the trains. When we have
such high traffic, motorists
are always looking for a
train,” O’'Meara added.
Lidgerwood has a train

crossing on the city’s north
side, just north of the N.D. 11
and N.D. 18 junction. There
are crossbars located at the
intersection and advance
signs signaling an upcoming
railroad intersection.
Fairmount also has a high
traffic count with trains since
Horizon Milling is located on
the city’s western edge. The
rail lines intersect with N.D.
127 at Fairmount and have
advance warning systems in
place with crossbars and
signs. There are two marked
intersections in Fairmount,
and both have crossbars,
said Mayor Jon Nelk. But is it

issue

adequate? Nelk doesn't think
s0. He would like to see signs
with flashing lights installed
a quarter mile in both direc-
tions alerting motorists
about the upcoming train
intersection. With traffic
speeds on N.D. 127 going 65
mph or higher, motorists in
poor weather conditions
may not see the flashin
lights of the crossbars until it
is too late, he said.

Nelk has heard about a
fatal accident that occurred
in Fairmount years ago,
something city residents still
talk about. In more recent

ears, he said there have not
een any issues.

“There is respect for the
train. Locally, with the traffic
we have, there is a respect

~ issue,” he added.

Hankinson is spread out
about a mile in diameter and
has two crossings in town,
both of which are supported
by advance warning systems
that include crossbars and
signage. O’Meara said hav-
ing a mainline rail system is
something city residents

have gotten used to, so

motorists tend to spend a lot
of time waiting for trains to
pass.

The biggest issue regard-
ing safety is motorists trying
to beat the train. The two
crossings are about a half-
mile apart, so it isn't such a
quick matter as driving
around the block to beat a
train, and if no one is cross-
ing at the other intersection,
motorists just tend to stay
put, he said.

— -
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ND Truck-Weight Education and Outreach
Program
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A distillation tower for MDU Resources has been hauled down
Interstate 94 on its way to Dickinson.

MDU gets a big tower

Southwestern North Dakota
residents may have looked twice
at two trucks hauling a large tube
down Interstate 94.

The equipment on the rig is the
crude distillation tower for MDU
Resources’ Dakota Prairie Refin-
ing, MDU spokesman Tim Ras-
mussen said.

e LOWE

the refining process, used to sepa-
rate the crude oil into different
products. including diesel fuel.

It is 140 feet long, more than
14 feet in diameter and weighs
more than 100 tons.

The vessel was fabricated in
Asia and loaded on a ship in Tai-

. It crossed the Pacif-

| MDU
rower

Continued from 18

ic Ocean through November
and early December.

Once reaching the U.S. it
was loaded on a custom
designed trailer and depart-
ed the Port of Houston on
Jan. 3. Then it traveled 1,723
miles to Dickinson.

The foundation is laid for
the Dakota Prairie Refining
facility and below-ground
work is done, Rasmussen
said. Now, truckloads of
materials are arriving daily.

Rasmussen said some
work has to be done to the
tower before it can be raised.

The company wants the
refinery in service by
December.
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Officials look into leaking fluids

Potentially radzoactwe material spilling out of trailers near Wazford Czty

By LAUREN DONOVAN
Bismarck Tribune

MCKENZIE COUNTY —Feder-
al and state health officials are
investigating leaking trailers
loaded with thousands of pounds
of potentially radioactive filter
socks and debris parked on rural
property southwest of Watford
City.

A special agent with the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency
criminal investigations unit is
assigned to the case and a radia-
tion control team from the state
Health Department was on scene
Friday.

Brad Torgerson, with the state
Health Department’s waste man-

agement division, said the team

determined that radiation levels
“do notappear to present any pub-
lic health hazards.” He said the
company, RP Services, of Riverton,
Wyo., was told to put the waste in
proper containers and submit a
plan for cleanup.

A formal enforcement action is
possible, Torgerson said.

EPA special agent Dan O'Malley
contacted state health officials
about the waste; when contacted
by the Tribune, O’'Malley said he
could not confirm his agency’s
investigation.

The RP Services trailers are
parked on property owned by Russ
and Mary Williams, whose sepa-
rate company was involved in an
illegal filter sock disposal that led
to a $27,000 fine at the McKenzie
County landfill operation last
summer,

The filter socks are a notorious

NDSU Tra

hazardous waste sites in other
states.

The trailers loaded with the
leaking material and filter socks
were reported Thursday to McKen-
zie County landfill director Rick
Schreiber.

Schreiber has adopted a tough
policy and his is the _ -
first landfill in the
country to install |/
radiation detection |
pedestals that mon- |
itor every load com- |
ing into the landfill.

Filter socks, (A8
when found, are | ©
subject to a $1,000
fine per sock,
amounting to nearly
$250,000 in fines to date.

Based on images of the scene,
Schreiber said he felt sick and
angry and he immediately contact-
ed local, state and federal sources.

“When you can clearly see lig-
uid dripping and running off, there
are violations. When they (socks)
are that orange color, we know
they're hot,” Schreiber said. “This
is the most (filter socks) I've ever
seen,” he said.

Continied on 11A

! LAUREN DONOVAN/Tribune
ABOVE: Officials are investigating these trailers, which are leaking fluids and contain an unknown
number of potentially radioactive filter socks, which have been banned from North Dakota landfills.
TOP RIGHT: These orange-tinted filter socks are most likely “hot,” said McKenzie County landfill
manager Rick Schreiber, who initially received the report that thousands of pounds of the potentially
radioactive filter socks and other material was leaking off a trailer in a rural location in the county.
source of radioactive material gy down the well hole. anywhere in North Dakota and

because they concentrate natural- The Health Department says instead, should be handled by cer-
ly occurrmg radiatlon from geolo- the filters should not be landfilled tified companies for disposal at
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SAVE THE DATE

Region 7 Local Roads Conference,
October 22-23, 2014

NDSU UPPER GREAT PLAINS
TRANSPORTATION INSTITUTE



NDSU UPPER GREAT PLAINS
TRANSPORTATION INSTITUTE



BELTIMRCEL REZEAKEICH

Assessment of ND County and Local Road Needs, 2013-
2015

This &fMart recponds ta Bhe North Dakots =gislabare's Aelated Links
request for & study of the trensportatian Infrastmacoure

racc of &l county and tawnshlp roads [0 the oot For = Introduction
this shady, Infrastructns needs sre scmatsd using the « Skudy Thme=lin=
most curremt procuctian farecasts, traMfc =stimates, amd = Phwgical Road
roadway condidon dats avallable. Agricultural and ofl- Testing

refated trafic is mad=i=g In c=tall ot the sub-oounty beyvsl

Gill-relat=d traffic Is predict=d for Indlvidual spacing units,

whereas agrioutural procuctian Is =stimated at the township Eyel.

Crovww il o dy

& Frep=niation ta the [nkerdm Ensngy Developmient &nc Transmisskan Comamitoes
z o FEbruary 11, 2014: Nesds Shsdy of Rarth Dakots Roacds and Bridgss Statuc
education Repart [FOF, 134457

Bullding tomaorrt & Frecsnrasion to the [nterkm Economic [mpact Committes on February 3, J014:

transaario Mescs Stucy of Morth Dakota Roads anc Bricges Status Aeport (POF, 283K]

& Fregsnadion ta @he Economic Impact Cammibtb== an Ciotober E, 2013 Hesbds
Study aff Narth Dakota Rosds and Bridges Status A=part (POF, B4EK]

« FPrec=niation ta the Economic Impact Committ=e an July 31, 3313 Ne=cs Stucy
off Caumty and Townshlp Foads and Bodges fFom. aam

Z2011-F013 Project Files

& Fimal A=port: Shady gf

« Niew Supplemental Informatian

Share this page

comtact us requinsd plug

S np— -



NDSU 7%AR3

REAT PLAI
PGORTATION

ziéaa/#

S TR

A BNSF
Railway train
hauls crude
oil near Wolf
Point, Mont.,
on Nov. 6,
2013.
(Associated
Press)

Oil train wrecks prompt

railroad safety measures

By MATTHEW BROWN
and JOAN LOWY
Associated Press

BILLINGS, Mont. — Rail-
roads that haul volatile
crude shipments have
reached an agreement with
U.S. transportation officials
to adopt wide-ranging, vol-
untary safety measures after
a string of explosive and
deadly accidents.

The deal signed Friday
calls for oil trains to be
slowed from a maximum of
50 to 40 miles per hour
through major cities, more

fr.equent track inspections

NS and better
,{;’-\Jt’i g_)} | emergency
easonont | response
neWSéfety planning

along routes
steps, 11A that carry

trains hauling up to 3 mil-
lion gallons of crude each.

The new safety steps
would begin going into
effect in late March and be
fully in place by July 1.

After a boom in domestic
drilling in recent years, oil
trains now travel thousands
of miles from oil producing
area |

ern Plains, to coastal
refineries and shipping ter-
minals along the Mississip-
pi River and other major
waterways.

The agreement does not
resolve concerns over
another hazardous fuel,
ethanol, involved in a spate
of rail accidents in recent
years,

It also does not address
an estimated 78,000 flawed
tank cars that carry crude
and ethanol and are known
to split open during derail-
ments.
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State, industry tackle problem of oil spills

M Derailments, pipeline failures make public safety,

By NICK SMITH
Bismarek Tribune

While the drilling of oil
has been a major contribu-
tor to the state’s flourishing
economy, recent accidents
and spills have made the
safety and environmental
COICEINS OVEr its transport a
more widely discussed issue.

After one of the largest
pipeline spills in state histo-
1y, the North Dakota Depart-
ment of Health began mak-
ing spill data more accessi-
ble to the pub-
lic online. A
task force is
studying avail-
able technolo-
gy for more
stringent
monitoring of
pipelines.

On Dec. 30,
2013, a train
carrying Bak-
ken crude col-
lided with a

in train that

ad derailed
outside Cassel-
ton. Several
explosions followed and
most of the city’s residents
evacuated for a day.

Approximately
400,000 gallons of crude
leaked from the wreckage,
one of the largest releases in
a rail derailment in U.S, his-
tory.

The state’s congressional
delegation pushed for expe-

failure.”

“Obviously
whenever you
have a spill of
20,000 barrels
of oil, thatisa
tremendous

would be expedited, the
DOT announced it wouldn't
finalize a new tanker car rule
until at least January 2015.

“We are concerned that
unless DOT provides guid-
ance sooner, the timeline
will be too long for industry
to transition to newer, safer
tanker cars in a timely way,”
Heeven said in a January
statement. “The federal
agencies working on this
issue need to devote the nec-
essary resources to get it
done in a timely way."

Some shippers
have voluntarily
begun converting

art of the nation’s

eet of tanker cars
to meet higher
standards. Indus-
try has pushed
back against retro-
fitting the nearly
300,000 tanker
cars in the nation’s
fleet due to an esti-

Sen. Mac mated cost of
Schneider,
D-Grand Forks

$1 billion to
do so.

Gov. Jack Dal-
rymple created a
15-member task force late
last year to research available
pipeline safety technologies
and provide recommenda-
tions. Any recommenda-
tions developed will be avail-
able to lawmakers, regulators
and the public.

The task force's first meet-
ing was held last month.

Pip‘eline safety also made

feomnn lans Fall M

UPPER GREAT PLAINS
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the Health Department is an
improvement.

Regulation

In response to the Cassel-
ton derailment, Schneider
helped draft a letter to the
North Dakota Industrial
Comimission directing point-
ed criticism at Helms. As out-
lined in state law, Helms is
the state's lead energy indus-
try tor and promoter.

Schneider noted that just
weeks prior to the derail-
ment, Helms' office was con-
sidering the creation of a
white paper to counter
claims that crude oil was
dangerous to move by rail.
The white paper plans were

dropped following the
derailment.

“I think that lays bare the
actual and moral hazard of
having the main promoter
and the main regulatorin the
in the same position,”
Schneider said.

Demaocrats called for
Helms' role to be strictly a
regulator. They proposed
having industry promotion
to be moved to the Depart-
ment of Commerce, a failed
proposal floated in the gov-
ernor’s 2011-13 budget.

Helms took exception
with their claims, saying his
role is already primarily that
of a regulator.

Helms said the state has

National Perspective.

Regional Expertise.
Trusted Advisor.

response higher priorities

approved rules for oil waste
pits and hydraulic fractur-
ing, which he contends are
the strongest in the nation.
More stringent rules for rein-
ing in flaring of natural gas
also are expected to be putin
place this spring. That runs
counter to claims by detrac-
tors that he’s a mere shill for
the industry, he said.

“Thats not the kind of stuff
thatashill does,” Helms said.

Jason Flohrs, executive
director of the North Dakota
Republican Party, said any
push by federal regulators to
upgrade safety standards
needs to be donein conjunc-
tion with industry. That
would ensure whatever reg-

ulations considered are
achievable.

“We want to have a good
environment in North Dako-
ta for doing business,” Flohrs
said. “It's got to be common
sense. It's got to be across the
board.”

Not knowing what the
proposed tanker car rule
might be until 2015 adds
more uncertainty for indus-
try, Flohrs said.

Flohrs said “industry isn't
going to invest $1 billion” —
especially if companies don't
know what the rules are yet.

(Reach Nick Smith at 701-
250-8255 or 701-223-8482 or
at nick.smith@bismarckiri-
bune.com.)
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Example of
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Effects of Heavy Traffic on Paved Roads
Reduced Pavement Life Cycle (Hypothetical)
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SECTION B

Roads being neglected

Township supervisors unhappy with road maintenance

By LEANN ECKROTH
Bismarck Tribune

Burleigh County Township

| supervisors say. their gravel roads

have been neglected by county road

crews. Some have not been fixed for

three years, said James Schmidt,

chairman of the Burleigh County
Township Officers Association.

“We have some issues that have
to be addressed about the manage-
ment style,” Schmidt said Monday.
He said certain roads keep going in
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and out of water while other county
projects could be pushed back.

‘We've got some roads where
there is no maintenance at all,” he
said. “It's senseless to have these
roads get in this bad of shape
because of lack of maintaining, lack
of (gravel work). Graveling needs to
be done June through September. ...
They are in terrible, terrible shape.
Some of these roads you cannot
travel on.” Schmidt said.

He added that some roads have
ruts 1 to 2 feet deep. Not only do the

PLAINS

deep ruts make for rough driving,
but they easily hold water, further
damaging the road base.

County Engineer Marcus Hall
said the townships could contract
out the roadwork themselves. “It is
their responsibility. They can do
something about it,” he said. He
added it's difficult to find contrac-
tors to bid projects now.

Schmidt said the county needs
to go back to contracting the work
oul again at least until it catches up,
particularly near river bottoms.

“Ever since the county bought grav-
el trucks, we have not seen the grav-
eling that there should be,” he said.
Schmidt said that doesn’t work
with 41 organized townships
because the townships would still
have to coordinate the gravel haul-
ing when the county was available
to provide it. “The county is doing
all of the loading of gravel,” Schmidt
said. (The contractor) could go
from pit to pit in every community
and get it done.”
Continued on 6B
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